
Product bans and restrictions and marking 
requirements come into force on the 3 July 
2021.  Bans and restrictions on straws and 
stirrers are already in place in England and 
there are plans for further measures to come 
into force across the UK in 2022.

For more information please contact Bunzl Catering Supplies:

An EU directive that has been adopted by 
member states and is designed to reduce and 
prevent plastic waste entering the environment.  
Measures include bans and restrictions of 
certain plastic items, marking and reduction 
measures and extended producer responsibility 
(EPR). All plastic polymers including bio-
plastics (like PLA) are in scope. As the UK has 
now left the EU, the devolved governments in 
Great Britain are working on plans to follow or 
possibly exceed the EU in areas such as EPR as 
well as bans and restrictions. 

• Bans or restrictions on single use plastic 
products and materials - for example, 
straws, stirrers, cutlery and expanded 
polystyrene (EPS)

• General reduction targets on plastic use
• Awareness raising measures 
• Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
• Product design measures to combat waste 

and littering - for example, tethering bottle 
tops to bottles

Catering operatives need to evaluate how any 
product restrictions or bans might affect their 
business. Bunzl Catering Supplies is currently 
helping its customers to evaluate the potential 
impact of this EU directive.

What is it? What are the key areas?

How will it affect me?When does it start?

EU SINGLE USE PLASTICS (SUP) DIRECTIVE

What is the EU Single Use Plastics Directive and how does it 
affect the catering and hospitality industry?

REGIONAL CUSTOMERS:

(CUSTOMER SALES TEAM)

TEL: 0845 604 1454

regional@bunzl.co.uk

NATIONAL CUSTOMERS:

(HOTELS, PUBS, RESTAURANTS, TRAVEL & LEISURE)

TEL: 0845 301 7607

nationalccsouth@bunzl.co.uk

NATIONAL CUSTOMERS:

(CONTRACT CATERERS)

TEL: 0845 301 7610

nationalccnorth@bunzl.co.uk

Factsheet for operators in the catering and hospitality industry:


