
Disposable cutlery and stirrers are commonly provided with a variety of take-out dishes and beverages 
to allow customers to eat  and drink comfortably on-the-go. Like straws; cutlery and stirrers are small, 
disposable items that have been under public scrutiny. Recently the EU proposed a total ban on plastic 
cutlery and straws to reduce single-use litter.  When food served requires the provision of cutlery or stirrers, 
catering operators can choose from multiple material options, but there’s confusion about which option is 
the most environmentally responsible.

The debate: single-use cutlery and stirrers

For more information please contact Bunzl Catering Supplies:

REGIONAL (UK)
Telesales Team
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T: 0845 604 1454
regional@bunzl.co.uk
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and Healthcare
T: 0845 301 7610
nationalccnorth@bunzlcatering.co.uk
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Hotels, Pubs, Restaurants,
Leisure, Travel and Retail
T: 0845 301 7607
nationalccsouth@bunzlcatering.co.uk

• Offer CPLA (Crystallized Polylactic Acid) cutlery or stirrers, a heat resistant PLA, which if disposed of in a 
waste stream for food and compostable packaging only, can compost in an industrial composting facility 
licensed to take the material. Speak to your waste management provider to ensure this end of life option is 
available.

Your options:

For our customers in catering and hospitality with on-the-go dishes that require the provision of 
disposable cutlery or stirrers, we recommend wooden cutlery or stirrers carrying FSC or PEFC certification 
as the most environmentally responsible choice.  Made from a renewable resource, wood is a completely 
natural material which is compostable at the end of its life. For stirrers, we also suggest the introduction 
of controlled-use stirrer dispensers, which can have a significant impact on the frequency and quantity of 
stirrers being used.

We recommend:

• Offer PS (Polystyrene) cutlery or stirrers. Cutlery and stirrers made from PS should be disposed of in general 
waste as they are not currently recyclable at their end of life.  

• Offer Wooden cutlery or stirrers, which if disposed of in a waste stream for food and compostable 
packaging only, can compost in an industrial composting facility. Speak to your waste management 
provider to ensure this end of life option is available.  

Factsheet for operators in the catering and hospitality industry:
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Part of our Sustain range of fully compostable packaging, Sustain CPLA cutlery is made from renewable 
resources, that will regrow, and will compost in industrial composting facilities within 12-weeks.

Part of our Sustain range of fully compostable packaging, Sustain Wooden cutlery is made from renewable 
resources, that will regrow, and will compost in industrial composting facilities within 12-weeks.

Compostable CPLA cutlery

Compostable Wooden cutlery

• Made from renewable resources
• Fully compostable
• Heat resistant

• Made from renewable resources
• Fully compostable
• Heat resistant

Features and benefits:

Features and benefits:

Size Cased White Black

Knife 170mm 1000 E03350 E03745

Fork 170mm 1000 E03351 E03746

Spoon 168mm 1000 E03352 E03747

Teaspoon 114mm 1000 E03389 -

Factsheet for operators in the catering and hospitality industry:

Size Cased Code

Knife 160mm 1000 E03441

Fork 160mm 1000 E03442

Spoon 160mm 1000 E03443

Teaspoon 110mm 1000 E03445

Stirrer 140mm 1000 E03438


